
Marine Litter Data Overview - Colombia 
 
Data from the International Coastal Cleanup (ICC), which is globally coordinated by The Ocean 
Conservancy (www.oceanconservancy.org), is recorded by category related to most dominant 
source and documented activities that have been shown to generate these forms of litter.  ICC 
data collected in the country of Colombia from 1989 to 2005 shows the following source/activity 
percentages related to total percentage of marine litter collected in the region: 
 

a. 82.2% Shoreline/Recreation Activities  
b. 7.2% Ocean/Waterway Activities  
c. 5.6% Smoking-Related Activities 
d. 4.0% Dumping Activities 
e. 1.1% Medical/Personal Hygiene 
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Top Marine Litter Forms Collected in Colombia (ICC 1989-2005): 
 
“Top Ten” listing of the debris collected in Colombia from 1989-2005 is a roadmap to what people 
are doing to create the litter problem: 
 

1. Bags      17.1% 
2. Beverage Bottles (Plastic) 2 liters or less 11.6% 
3. Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons  10.1% 
4. Beverage Bottles (Glass)     9.8% 
5. Caps, Lids       7.9% 
6. Food Wrappers/Containers     7.2% 
7. Straws, Stirrers      7.1% 
8. Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters     5.1% 
9. Beverage Cans      3.7% 
10. Building Materials      3.2% 
Total       82.9% 
 

 
Compiled by Sheavly Consultants from International Coastal Cleanup Data Reports (1989-2005). 
Source:  The Ocean Conservancy, www.oceanconservancy.org/ICC. 



International Coastal Cleanup - Colombia
Marine Litter (Debris) Totals

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Totals

1,402 781 413 947 2,234 20,559
2 0 3 10 2 227

1,318 1,615 2,367 774 3,045 11,727
42 1,555 5,307 1,678 3,784 13,915

975 561 668 57 571 4,485
14 360 232 279 2,347 9,533
72 292 445 169 854 3,569
2 17 279 132 773 12,092

2,160 147 376 46 670 8,636
0 0 250 30 330 2,156
0 0 0 0 107 107
1 0 66 25 1,533 2,583

10 72 911 107 503 8,547
0 27 33 10 81 491

0 0 0 0 1 1
2 9 160 61 257 1,081
5 70 388 1 2 758
2 1 5 39 7 156
5 6 1 0 6 193

16 1 11 0 25 228
0 0 16 16 0 191
1 3 10 1 2 212
5 6 3 9 19 278

77 114 41 69 395 1,522
151 37 8 3 6 1,839
587 58 89 8 112 1,124

2 2 49 26 36 783
7 2 19 0 38 273

3 0 10 0 6 19
9 13 7 44 72 382

11 0 1,387 147 174 6,081
0 67 16 14 82 179

0 0 10 0 0 316
1 0 7 1 30 39

17 2 28 1 3 51
215 380 211 28 84 3,887

0 0 15 0 44 59
48 2 33 29 65 403

0 0 12 4 3 261
13 12 34 5 18 516
1 0 7 3 29 252
3 0 0 0 5 242

7,179 6,212 13,927 4,773 18,355 119,952

Prepared by Sheavly Consultants for the UNEP CAR/RCU Marine Litter Project
Data Source:  The Ocean Conservancy, www.oceanconservancy.org/ICC


