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Marine Litter Data Overview - Belize 
 
Data from the International Coastal Cleanup (ICC), which is globally coordinated by The Ocean 
Conservancy (www.oceanconservancy.org), is recorded by category related to most dominant 
source and documented activities that have been shown to generate these forms of litter.  ICC 
data collected in Belize from 1989 to 2005 shows the following source/activity percentages 
related to total percentage of marine litter collected in the region: 
 

a. 88.2% Shoreline/Recreation Activities  
b. 6.3% Ocean/Waterway Activities  
c. 2.5% Smoking-Related Activities 
d. 1.5% Dumping Activities 
e. 1.5% Medical/Personal Hygiene 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Marine Litter Forms Collected in Belize (ICC 1989-2005): 
 
“Top Ten” listing of the debris collected in Belize from 1989-2005 is a roadmap to what people are 
doing to create the litter problem: 
 

1. Caps, Lids        21.8% 
2. Bags         15.0% 
3. Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons     12.3% 
4. Beverage Bottles (Plastic) 2 liters or less      8.3% 
5. Straws, Stirrers         7.3% 
6. Food Wrappers/Containers        7.3% 
7. Beverage Bottles (Glass)        4.3% 
8.Clothing, Shoes         3.5% 
9.Beverage Cans         2.7% 
10. Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters        2.0% 
Total                      84.6% 
 
 

Compiled by Sheavly Consultants from International Coastal Cleanup Data Reports (1989-2005). 
Source:  The Ocean Conservancy, www.oceanconservancy.org/ICC. 



International Coastal Cleanup - Belize
Marine Litter (Debris) Totals

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Totals

3,239 1,345 3,406 2,479 5,721 9,481 38,303
65 50 163 117 186 407 1,412

442 563 1,469 1,008 2,086 2,839 11,088
852 1,398 2,473 3,160 3,374 7,209 21,154
322 351 1,646 665 804 1,631 7,012

8,740 2,835 5,814 4,892 13,367 12,613 55,707
559 568 700 678 802 1,399 8,881

2,733 2,508 3,528 2,767 3,011 6,214 31,492
1,498 1,923 2,465 1,509 3,203 2,416 18,547

14 114 487 86 147 386 1,592
0 11 93 5 18 35 162

30 19 117 43 114 239 1,134
1,918 1,244 1,922 2,027 2,467 3,586 18,548

53 87 145 108 130 290 1,304

0 525 47 31 44 142 789
126 136 201 269 314 309 2,581
36 173 296 158 136 245 1,666
17 12 57 23 40 73 466
3 14 24 11 32 23 407

19 42 62 47 46 117 641
233 5 42 29 41 103 1,178
37 21 34 10 18 1,240 1,612
70 27 44 27 22 85 631

222 276 414 223 372 460 3,869
100 138 61 11 69 36 1,003
32 104 281 231 180 384 1,602
60 79 106 73 180 221 1,484
14 36 103 28 106 70 600

0 112 91 469 236 385 1,293
100 39 84 83 83 168 999
486 186 382 1,058 945 548 5,104

0 44 103 106 138 308 699

20 0 10 5 8 31 592
0 26 43 12 18 23 122
0 18 81 39 61 82 281

913 127 765 90 181 404 5,091
0 40 68 50 134 165 457

97 157 39 27 74 105 1,267

49 76 86 100 107 423 1,341
219 332 265 70 462 291 2,416
34 21 40 14 24 61 485
10 13 21 8 34 42 246

23,362 15,794 28,278 22,846 39,535 55,289 255,258
Prepared by Sheavly Consultants for the UNEP CAR/RCU Marine Litter Project

Data Source:  The Ocean Conservancy, www.oceanconservancy.org/ICC


