
Marine Litter Data Overview - Bahamas 
 
Data from the International Coastal Cleanup (ICC), which is globally coordinated by The Ocean 
Conservancy (www.oceanconservancy.org), is recorded by category related to most dominant 
source and documented activities that have been shown to generate these forms of litter.  ICC 
data collected in the country of Bahamas from 1989 to 2005 shows the following source/activity 
percentages related to total percentage of marine litter collected in the region: 
 

a. 85.9% Shoreline/Recreation Activities  
b. 8.9% Ocean/Waterway Activities  
c. 2.0% Smoking-Related Activities 
d. 2.0% Dumping Activities 
e. 1.2% Medical/Personal Hygiene 
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Top Marine Litter Forms Collected in Bahamas (ICC 1989-2005): 
 
“Top Ten” listing of the debris collected in the Bahamas from 1989-2005 is a roadmap to what 
people are doing to create the litter problem: 
 

1. Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons     20.5% 
2. Beverage Cans       17.8% 
3. Beverage Bottles (Glass)        10.8% 
4. Caps, Lids        10.0% 
5. Beverage Bottles (Plastic) 2 liters or less      7.0% 
6. Bags           6.1% 
7. Food Wrappers/Containers        5.8% 
8. Straws, Stirrers         3.7%  
9. Rope           2.2% 
10. Clothing, Shoes         2.0% 

         Total          85.8% 
 
 
Compiled by Sheavly Consultants from International Coastal Cleanup Data Reports (1989-2005). 
Source:  The Ocean Conservancy, www.oceanconservancy.org/ICC. 
 



International Coastal Cleanup - Bahamas
Marine Litter (Debris) Totals

1998 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Totals

883 226 1,422 1,085 47 467 12,649
5 39 73 103 0 79 400

1,866 744 4,256 2,686 2,655 1,756 22,293
977 752 3,567 3,517 269 1,383 14,425

3,751 1,551 5,147 4,105 1,563 1,695 36,640
1,554 529 1,521 2,329 316 1,172 20,517

326 261 676 769 20 449 4,066
4,394 1,367 4,091 4,366 1,071 1,528 42,118

976 499 1,925 1,746 569 654 11,990
158 10 254 267 50 44 1,302

0 29 29 816 0 28 902
94 30 231 140 24 68 1,356

463 221 1,033 683 10 237 7,525
10 17 160 105 0 63 657

0 15 94 72 0 31 212
124 36 269 205 6 86 2,210
25 16 76 69 0 57 723
0 1 29 32 1 23 352
6 21 94 66 3 38 280

73 32 76 89 3 77 653
55 8 81 56 0 14 1,279
5 25 41 67 0 36 390

120 28 98 101 0 37 1,408
306 221 684 389 5 192 3,424

2 37 41 42 3 11 348
24 214 512 221 3 376 1,563

147 103 474 328 3 255 4,556
30 22 84 47 0 17 961

0 3 131 248 0 93 475
9 7 121 85 0 33 658

92 45 374 116 140 129 2,821
0 25 106 100 0 35 266

9 1 20 22 0 9 189
0 4 21 10 1 9 45
0 11 93 85 2 28 219

19 80 328 372 1 169 2,643
0 30 139 180 4 85 438

19 16 49 68 0 30 553

10 26 149 122 1 97 614
182 35 202 117 12 80 1,420

6 2 44 22 0 1 140
20 9 8 42 0 11 250

16,738 7,347 28,823 26,090 6,782 11,682 205,928
Prepared by Sheavly Consultants for the UNEP CAR/RCU Marine Litter Project

Data Source:  The Ocean Conservancy, www.oceanconservancy.org/ICC


