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Assessment and Management of                    
Environmental Pollution (AMEP)  

UNEP CAR/RCU 

A. Programme Coordination  
 

�z Ratification of the LBS Protocol by three more countries is required for it t o 
enter into force.  Countries that have ratified the LBS Protocol to date are  
Trinidad  & Tobago, Panama, Belize, France, Saint  Lucia,  and t he United 
States of America.  Efforts are ongoing to have the LBS Protocol enter into 
force by the end of 2009.  
 

�z A National  LBS Promotional Workshop was  convened in  Grenada from March  
6 th -7 th  with financial support from the GEF IWCAM Project .  Further acti vities 
linking LBS Promotion  with the development of National Programmes of 
Action (NPAs) and Integrated Water Resource Management Plans (IWRMs) 
will continue during 2009.  
 

�z A workshop to strengthen communication and outreach for AMEP Regional 
Activity Cent res (Cimab, IMA, and RE MPEITC) and the Secretariat was 
convened from February 10 -11 in Trinidad & Tobago  
 

�z AMEP brochures, DVDs,  PSAs and other promotional material are available 
from the improved CEP website - http://www.cep.unep.org/publications -and -
resources/promotional -material  
 

�z  

Dear LBS Focal Points,  
 
This second quarterly continues efforts by the AMEP Secretariat to provide updates 
on projects and activities in support of the main thematic areas of AMEP:  
A. Programme Coo rdination; B. GEF Projects; C. Environmental Monitoring and 
Assessment; D. National Programmes of Action; E. Integrated Waste Management; 
F. Integrated Watershed Management; G. Wastewater Management ; H. Oil Spills 
and I. Other.  
 
Thanks for your continued s upport.  
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B. GEF Projects  
 

�z The Regional Technical Advisory G roup for the IWCAM  Project was convened 
fro m February 16 -17  in Tobago . Further information on the outcome s of this 
meeting is available from www.iwcam.org  
 

�z The IWCAM Quarterly Newsletter Waterways  is available at:  
http:// tinyurl.com/d6cdop  
 

�z The IWCAM Project supported participation of selected countries at the World 
Water Forum in I stanbul, Turkey from March 15 -21 . 

 
�z The list of IWCAM Focal and Demo Project Points for the 13 participating 

countries can be downloaded at: http://cep.unep.org/iwcam/participating -
countries . 
 

�z UNEP and IADB have commenced the development of a full size GEF Proposal 
for the development of a Caribbean Regional Fund f or Wastewater 
Management (CreW) . The following countries have submitted letters of 
endorsement for this project through their GEF focal points : Antigua & 
Barbuda, Barbados, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Guyana, Panama, Suriname, Saint  
Lucia  and St. Vincent and the Grenadines . Other countries within the Wider 
Caribbean are encouraged to submit endorsement letters during this  project 
preparation phase .  
 

�z The Third Coastal Monitoring programme coordination meeting was held 
from February 16 -17 in Costa Rica. Updates were presented on the progress 
of the co astal monitoring assessments from the three participating countries  
(Colombia, Costa Rica , and Nicaragua) . The report of this meeting will be 
available  online  from April 2009  at:  http://cep.un ep.org/repcar . 

 

 
  

Members of the GEF REPCar Coastal Monitoring Programme 
during a field visit to CORBANA, -February 2009- Costa Rica  

Photo : Elidier Vargas 
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�x The GEF-REPCar Demonstration Project in Costa  Rica was launched in March . 
The project partners will be collaborating with Pineapple and Banana 
producing  companies to demonstrate Best M anagement Practices in Pesticide 
Use. 
 

�x The First Regional Planning Meeting of Demo nstration  Projects in Good 
Agricultural Practices  is scheduled for May 6 -8 in  Santa M arta , Co lombia  

 
�x The contact information  for the Regional Coordinating Unit and the list of 

REPCar focal points for the three participating countries can be downloaded 
at: http://cep.unep.org/repcar/contac t -us 
 

 
C. Environmental Assessment and Monitoring  
 

�z The Terminal workshop for the Regional Network in Marine Science Project 
(Know -Why-Network) funded by Sida /WW2BW Partnership  was held in Havana , 
Cuba from March 16 -20.  The preliminary results of marine water quality 
hotspot  monitoring were presented for Havana Bay (Cuba), Bluefields Bay 
(Nicaragua), Gulf of Cariaco (Venezuela), Cienaga Grande de Santa Marta 
(Colombia), Point Lisas (Trinidad and Tobago), and Kingston Harbour 
(Jamaica)  

 

 
 

�z The draft Update to  CEP Technical Report 33 will be resent by LBS/RAC-CIMAB 
to LBS focal points  in English and Spanish in April  2009 for review and 
comment.  The final report will be published by May 2008.  
 

�z UNEP CAR/RCU in coordination with the GEF REPCAR project is develo ping a 
web -based interactive map to showcase the results of AMEP Projects and 
activities.  This tool will be available on the CEP web site by end of April  
200 9. 
 

Regional Know -Why Network 
Workshop Participants -March 
2009 Havana, Cuba 
 
Photo: UNEP CAR RCU 
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D. National Programmes of Action  
 

 
�z Work is nearing completion on the Pilot NPA for selected watershed areas 

(within the Demerara Watershed) around the City of Linden in Guyana.  This 
work is being supported by NOA A and is being implemented by CEHI (part 
of a parallel effort in partnership with the US Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) to formulate a Water Safety Plan for the water utility in Linden).  
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E. Integrated W aste Management  
 

�z AMEP and GEF REPCar continue to collaborate with regional partners in the 
assessment of Persistent Organic Pollutants and other hazardous non -point 
source pollutants and participated in the Regional Partners Meeting and 
Interim Workshop fo r the United Nations University –Caribbean Coastal 
Pollution Project for the assessment of POPs in 6 countries of the WCR . 
 

�z Collaboration was strengthened with the Secretariat of the Stockholm 
Convention through  the joint hosting of a  Regional Training W orkshop on 
PCBs and POPs wastes in Kingston, Jamaica from February 2 -5.  The report 
of this workshop is available from the Stockholm  Convention Website.  
 

�z The Regional Action Plan for the Management of Marine Litter prepared in 
2008 is now available  for downl oad  at :   
 

�z AMEP continued to strengthen partnership s in the implementation of the 
Regional Action Plan for the management of marine litter through 
participation in relevant fora including: the International Coastal Clean (ICC)  
International Coordinators Co nferenc e in Washington DC in March .  
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F. Integrated Watershed Management  
 

�z The Water and Climate Change project in Guatemala and Honduras 
supported by UNEP DEPI and coordinated jointly by CATIE and CATHALAC 
has been completed and final reports will be available on the CEP web site 
by  end of April  200 9. Project concepts have been prepared for mobilizing 
addit ional funding to implement follow up activities.  

 

Quarterly update  
Issue 2: Jan – Mar 2009 

 

G. Sewage and Wast ewater Management  
 
�z Support was provided to the Government of Saint Lucia for a pilot 

Constructed Wetlands Project  for the treatment of domestic wastewater in 
the Au Leons watershed, S aint  Lucia .  Co -financing for this project is being 
provided by the G EF-IWCAM Project and the European Union . 
 

�z CEP in partnership with the Pan -American Health Organization  (PAHO) and 
agencies of the Government of Jamaica are engaged in a Nationwide 
Assessment of the Sewage Treatment Plants .  Outputs will include an 
interactive GIS map for the input of data which will among other uses, 
support national efforts for the ratification of the LBS Protoc ol . 

 
�z Funds have been mobilized to conduct a Pilot Sewage Needs Assessment 

in Belize.  This pilot project is expected to start in May 2 009. Similar 
assessments  have already been completed in Tobago, Panama and Saint 
Lucia  in support of Annex III of the LBS Protocol .  
 

�z Wastewater Management Training with financial support from UNEP GPA 
and technical support from PAHO, CEHI and CAR/RCU has been completed 
in Suriname, Jamaica, Barbados  and  Trinidad and Tobago.  Further 
Training will occur in Belize in May 2009 and in the Baha mas and the 
Dominican Republic later in 2009.  

 
 




